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The Leaving Certificate is a two-year programme building on the foundation of a successful Junior
Cycle and Transition Year. From the beginning of fifth year a responsible approach to class work
and a good timetable of personal study of 2% to 3 hours daily is suggested.

Fifth and Sixth Years students follow a strict academic programme to Leaving Certificate. Senior
students also enjoy more responsibility in the school, and they have a greater role to play through

the student council.

Support for Students

Each class will have the support of a tutor, who takes a personal interest in every aspect of the
student’s progress. The Year head, and | as School Guidance Counsellor are available to the
students to discuss any problems they may have. We will also liaise with parents to assist each

student to reach his/her potential.

In fifth year, students will be expected to show commitment and effort in their work and to display
responsibility as a senior student in Colaiste Dun an Ri. Students will have every support from
their Teachers, Tutors, the Guidance Counsellor, the Principal Mr Boyle and the Deputy Principals
Ms Mullan, Ms McMahon.

How to Make a Good Choice

As a student entering the senior cycle, you are coming to a cross-road in your life. You need to
make decisions and plan for your future. The first decision you will be asked to make is to choose

subjects that you will study for the Leaving Certificate.

In Coléiste DUn an Ri, all students take seven subjects in the Leaving Certificate. The following
subjects are mandatory:

Irish

English

Maths

You then choose four others from the optional list on the contents page of this booklet.
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The following broad guidelines form a basis for choice

1 Know your aptitudes and interests
2. Choose subjects that you like and would be good at
3. Inform yourself of Leaving Certificate subject requirements for third level colleges or
courses
1. Know your aptitudes and Interests — Your aptitudes are strengths that you have in

certain areas. You should look back at the results you get in school and see is there a pattern?
Do you always do well at languages and English? Do you find Business and Science challenging
or easy? What are the areas of the CAT Tests that you scored higher in? How did you find the

subjects in Transition Year?

2. Choose subjects that you like and would be good at — There is no such thing as an
easy Honour in any Leaving Cert subject. Over the next two years you will have to work very
hard to achieve good results in all your subjects. Liking and enjoying a subject is a huge part of
being able to keep up the commitment and study needed.

3. Inform yourself of Leaving Cert subject requirements — If you already have a definite
course or career in mind, you need to find out if there are essential subjects that you must have
for Leaving Cert to be eligible for that course. If you are unsure of what you want to do after
school — RELAX! Most 15/16-year-olds do not know! In 4th Year you had Careers classes where
you spent time researching the possibilities. There are also visits to colleges and Open Days as
well as speakers to help you decide in 6" year. However, you need to make sure that your
subject choices are carefully chosen to make sure that you are not ruling yourself out of anything

that you might be interested in later.
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REMEMBER: You are the person who is studying the subjects and who is going to take
the exam —Itis your responsibility to make sure that the information you have is up to date
and accurate.

Ask for help from teachers, parents, friends and the Guidance Counsellor if you feel you need it.

Good luck and | hope that your decisions are a positive start of a very exciting and challenging

two years to your Leaving Certificate!

Ms Sharon Cumiskey

Guidance Counsellor

RECAP

Subject Choice

e Look at Subject Textbooks

e Seek advice of older students

e Talk to your Guidance Counsellor

e Talk to the Subject Teachers

e Consult with your Parents/Guardians

e Look up career websites (listed at back of this booklet), do some online interest tests-

see careers portal, qualifax.

Page 5 of 56



Subjects Offered by Colaiste Dan an Ri:

There are three subjects that are compulsory: Irish, English and Maths
Students must then choose a further four subjects from the following groupings:

Languages Laboratory Science Social Studies/ Artistic
French Biology Home Economics
Polish Physics History
Ag Science Art
Chemistry Music
Geography

Politics and Society Leaving Cert P.E.

Business Applied Science
[Technical Group

Accounting Design & Communications Graphics
Business Construction Studies
Engineering

THIRD LANGUAGE:

The colleges of the National University of Ireland require a pass in a third language for entry into
a large number of their courses. These colleges are NUI Maynooth, Dublin, Galway and Cork,
and a range of associated constituent colleges, all of which are listed on the NUI website at nui.ie
in recent years NUI colleges have dropped their third language requirement for engineering and
science programmes. A third language must be included for arts, human sciences, law, social
science, commerce, medicine and health sciences and some other degrees. A third language is
also a requirement for entry into the cadetship in the army or air corps.

Trinity accepts Irish as a second language requirement. UL and DCU and the Institutes of
Technology do not require a continental language for entry purposes to most of their courses,
apart from those which involve the study of such a language.

Third language required in:
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e UCC, NUI Galway, UCD, NUI Maynooth and the Royal College of Surgeons require a
pass in a third language for most of their courses. *

e Other colleges have it as a requirement for certain courses that have a large language
component. Eg: European Studies, Languages & Marketing, Hotel Management,
Languages & International Tourism.

e Entry to the Cadetships in the Defence Forces requires a third Language.

o NCAD require a third language or Art

¢ Many science and engineering courses include the study of Technical French or German

ab initio (from the beginning).

NO Third Language is required for:
« Trinity College, University of Limerick, D.C.U., Technological Universities and the Institutes
of Technology unless it is a specific course requirement (a pass in Irish will suffice).
* *No language for Engineering & Science NUI Maynooth
* *No language for Engineering, Science & Ag Science in UCD (except for DNO37-
Biomedical, Health & Life Sciences)
* *No language for Engineering, Science & Food Science UCC
* *No language for Engineering & Science NUI Galway (except for GY304 - Biotechnology)
» Gardai, Nursing, Apprenticeships and most PLC Courses
This information is current but always check with the course provider or your Guidance

Counsellor.

Essential Subjects/ Basic Entry Requirements

The Grading system changed in 2017. The 3rd language is not generally required in
relation to science, engineering and some agricultural courses in NUI colleges. Also
not required for Business, Accounting, Finance and Law in Maynooth University
only.

Check individual colleges for minimum entry .....

Technological Universities and Institutes of Technology - 2H5 + 406/H7 for level 8
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Passes in English or Irish, Maths + 3 other subjects, 5 06/H7 for level 6&7

UCD / UCG / UCC / Maynooth - Maths, Irish, English, 3rd Language for some courses,
2H5 + 4 06/H7

UL - Maths, English, and a language other than English, 2 H5 + 4 O6/H7
TCD - Maths, English, and a language other than English 3 H5 + 3 06/07
DCU - Maths, English or Irish, 2 H5 + 4 06/07

Primary Teaching - H4 in Irish, English O5/H7, Maths O6/H7. From 2019: Irish H4,
English & Maths O4/H7.

Nursing - 1 Lab Science subject. No 3rd language required

Garda Siochana - Leaving Certificate with 5 passes including English, Irish or another
language and Maths

Cadets - Maths (06/H7), Irish, English, another Language, 3 H5 in LC.

Veterinary Medicine (UCD) - Chemistry H5, 06 Maths, 2H5 + 406/H7. Work exp. x2
weeks

Medicine & Pharmacy (UCC) - (1) Chemistry H4 (2) Physics or Biology H4
(UCD) - O06/H7 in Science subject, including Physics +
Chemistry/Ag. Science

Pharmacy (TCD) - H4 in Chemistry and H4 in Biology or Agric. Science or Physics or
Maths or Geography or Applied Maths. O4/H6 in Maths.

Medicine & Dentistry (TCD) - H3 & H4 in two from: (1) Physics, (2) Chemistry, (3)
Biology (4) Ag. Science. H.PAT for Medicine.

Radiography (UCD) - O6/H7 from Physics, Chemistry, Biology or Ag. Science
(TCD) - H4 in Physics, Chemistry or Biology

Physiotherapy - 06/H7 in 1 laboratory science subject, Physics or Chemistry or Biology,
or Ag. Science. TCD H4 Science subjects x2. UL 03/H7 Science subject x1
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Dentistry (UCC) - H4 Chemistry, H4 Physics or Biology
If the number of applications does not exceed the number of places on any course,

students obtain places with the minimum entry requirements. Where there are more
applicants than places, those with the highest grades are selected.
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Optional Subjects

T 1
os® Y
JUNIOR CYCLE BUSINESS STUDIES BRANCHES INTO:
ACCOUNTING BUSINESS
ACCOUNTING -

What accounting involves

Leaving Certificate accounting provides students with the knowledge, understanding and skills in
accounting and financial management necessary for managing personal and basic company
accounts. The learning experiences in accounting develop students’ organisational, logical
thinking, planning and problem-solving skills for their future life, work and study. It also develops

their numeracy skills within the context of business and enterprise.

Why Study Accounting
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For those considering studying accounting, actuarial studies or finance after the Leaving Cert it
would be unwise to leave accounting out of their subject choice. It is also an important subject
choice for those thinking of starting their own business.

While not required specifically for studying any third level college course, it is recommended if
Accountancy is the career path you want to follow.

What kind of student would Accounting suit

Commonly seen as the mathematical side of business, accounting attracts the more numerate
student. It teaches students the bookkeeping side of business but delves deeper, teaching you to
analyse and interpret the figures. Once you can understand and adhere to the basic rules of

accountancy, it is a subject that you can do very well in.

The course is numerically based but theory and reasoning behind application of procedures must
be learned also.

While the student needs to be comfortable with numbers, he or she does not need to study higher
maths level.

While the Junior Cycle Business Studies course provides a foundation for this course, it is not
essential, and it is possible to take accountancy up at Senior Cycle.

This course offers a hard-working student the real possibility of high grades because of the
unambiguous nature of the questions. An organised student who likes order will be particularly

suited to this course.

What do you study?

o Financial Accounting is concerned with the preparation, recording, extraction, presentation
and analysis of financial information for the purpose of making economic decisions. (80%)

o The course also involves a Management Accounting section where the student will learn how
to analyse business job/product costs, calculate marginal statement and how to prepare
budgets. (20%)

Assessment:

Leaving Cert Accounting is currently assessed by a 3-hour written exam in June for both Higher
Level and Ordinary Level students. The exam consists of one paper. The exam paper is made
up of three sections, the first two are based on the Financial Accounting section of the course

and the third covers the Management Accounting section. Questions must be answered from
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all sections of the exam paper. Students can expect questions testing their numerical, analytical
professionalism, accuracy and report writing skills.

Assessment Component Weighting Level
Written exam 100% Higher and Ordinary

Career options:

o Banking o Management o Law and Engineering

o Insurance o Computer industry o Advertising

o Administration o Auctioneering o Consultant

o Accountancy and taxation o Finance o Business Management
o Management accountant o Auditor and HR

o Marketing o Entrepreneurship o Actuarial studies

<

-
BUSINESS m

What is business?

Leaving Certificate Business has been revised as part of the senior cycle redevelopment. The
Business specification empower students to understand the dynamic and evolving business
environment locally, nationally and internationally. Students of Leaving Certificate Business
develop an appreciation of the importance of business in their daily lives and the world around
them and gain a deep understanding of the opportunities and challenges within a constantly
evolving business environment. September 2025 sees the introduction of the new Leaving
Certificate Business Syllabus where for the first time students will have a 40% project and 60%

written exam which replaces the traditional 100% written exam in Business.

Through studying Business, students develop a broad range of competencies and can apply
their learning to a range of real-life experiences. It is important to note that Business is a very
valuable and insightful subject, personally as a consumer, future employee and possible

entrepreneur, however it is a THEORY heavy subject.
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The world of business is diverse, dynamic, and evolving, and through their study of Leaving
Certificate Business, students learn how consumers, enterprise and governments must adapt to
a range of opportunities and challenges such as digitalisation, sustainability, globalisation,

management, financial, ethical and economic concerns.

What do students' study?

This is a practical course that introduces students to the world of business in a straightforward
and logical way. It aims to create an awareness of the importance of business activity and to
develop a positive and ethical attitude towards it.

The course sets out to illustrate the process of setting up a business and developing a new
product or service. It emphasises the importance of good management and deals with skills and
activities necessary for good management practice. It also deals with the impact of technology,
foreign trade, global firms and competition. it explores how developments at national, European,

and international levels impact on the world of business.

Leaving Certificate Business sets out the learning in strands and through the identification of
cross-cutting themes.

There are five strands: a unifying strand, Investigating Business, and four contextual strands;

1. Investigating Business - This learning permeates all four of the contextual strands and
brings to life the practices and norms of working with information and data to arrive at
informed conclusions, decisions, and recommendations.

2. Exploring the Business Environment - Ireland is a small, open economy which has
implications for business, for government policies and decisions and ultimately, for
consumers. Students explore how the government makes decisions that impact on
business, and how business impacts on society, the environment, and the economy.
They explore how developments at national, European, and international levels impact
on the world of business and consider how digital developments and international trade
can impact on consumers and businesses alike.

3. Understanding Enterprise - This strand supports student engagement with the
dynamic world of business through developing an understanding of strategic planning
and the significance of business models. In this strand students will develop an

understanding of enterprise and entrepreneurship in its broadest sense and will
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recognise the importance of both entrepreneurship and intrapreneurship in the world of
business and its significance for the individual, the community, and the wider economy.

4. Leading in Business - This strand explores both leading and managing in business and
students develop an understanding of how leadership and management impact on the
successful development of an organisation, while also recognising the significance of
ethical and cultural considerations in increasingly diverse workplaces.

5. Being Informed & Making Informed Decisions - As students move into senior cycle
they are preparing for life beyond school. In this strand students will develop the
knowledge, skills, values and dispositions associated with making informed decisions

particularly in areas that affect their own lives.

What kind of Student would Business suit?

o The subject is suited to students who are willing to work hard and caters for all abilities.

o Suits students who are organised and like to write answers in bullet points rather than
long essay format.

o Itis not necessary for students to have studied Junior Cycle Business Studies, but this
would be a help.

o Course content is factual and requires a lot of learning, containing only a few
mathematical elements.

o Business requires students to have an interest in current related business media. The
course helps students develop the skills and knowledge to help them make informed

decisions in areas that affect their lives beyond school.

Assessment:
Assessment Component Weighting Level
Additional Assessment 40% Common Brief
Component (20 hours)
Written Examination 60% Higher and Ordinary Level

Career Options:

The study of Leaving Certificate Business can lead to many exciting and rewarding careers and
builds an excellent foundation for students transferring into the world of work, further education
and training, higher education, and entrepreneurship. Leaving Certificate Business provides
students with a foundation for a wide range of careers in business, marketing, law, enterprise,

and management.
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Career options:

o Fashion and Beauty o Management o Law

o Insurance o Computer industry o Advertising and PR

o Administration o Auctioneering o Consultant

o Accountancy and taxation o Finance o Business Management
o Management accountant o Auditor and HR

o Marketing o Entrepreneurship o Actuarial studies

o Commerce o Leisure, sport and| o Politicsand EU

o Public Administration fithess management o Tourism & Hospitality

s ]

%

APPLIED MATHS?

Applied Maths explores practical applications of mathematics in real-life situations,
using models to solve problems like racing car speeds and route optimisation. Students
learn to represent, analyse, and predict real world phenomena while developing critical

and creative thinking, data processing, communication, and teamwork skills.

Students who should study Applied Maths include those who enjoy math and problem-
solving, those interested in STEM careers, and those aiming to maximise their Leaving
Certificate points. Applied Maths has one of the highest percentages of H1 grades in the

Leaving Certificate each year.

Career Paths and Future Educational Opportunities
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Applied Maths opens doors to careers in STEM fields like engineering, computer science,
finance, medicine, and more. It's a great foundation for university degrees in areas like

engineering, science, mathematics, computer programming, economics, and even
architecture

Course Framework

Mathematical modelling
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e Mathematical modelling the physical world

e Mathematical modelling a changing world

Applied Mathematics is assessed at two levels, Ordinary level and Higher level, by
means of two assessment components: a modelling project worth 20% and an
examination paper-80%

Both components of assessment reflect the relationship between the application of skills
and the theoretical content of the specification.

The modelling project will be based on a brief issued annually by the State
Examinations Commission (SEC).
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The Sciences
BIOLOGY
The Leaving Certificate course is an extension of the Junior Cycle

Biological World section but is done in much greater detail with extra topics
added.

It has been the most popular science subject but like all Leaving Certificate subjects Higher Level
is difficult. The work involves a lot of theoretical learning by heart but can be very interesting
and involves practical work. September 2025 sees the introduction of the new Biology
specification, see below details of the 3 new strands of study and assessment information. It is
important to note that LC Biology assessment has changed from 100% written examination to

40% project and 60% written examination.

The course is divided into three strands.

Strand 1: Organisation of Life
1.1 Characteristics of Life
1.2 Chemicals of life - Biomolecules
1.3 Unit of Life — Cells
1.4 Information of life — genetic inheritance

1.5 Origins of life — evolution

Strand 2: Structures and Processes of life
2.1. Enzymes
2.2. Cellular processes — photosynthesis and respiration
2.3. Information of life - cell division, protein synthesis
2.4. Response
2.5. Reproduction

2.6. Transport and transfer (physiological processes

Strand 3: Interactions of Life
3.1. Ecology, ecosystems, biodiversity
3.2 Microorganisms and nutrient cycling

3.3. Information of life — genetic engineering
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Assessment:

Assessment Component Weighting Level
Practice Investigation 40% Common Brief
Written Examination 60% Higher and Ordinary Level

Career Note:

Biology can be useful or necessary for careers in the following areas:

Agriculture, Agriculture Research, Ambulance Driver, Beautician, Biochemical, Biologist, Biology
Teacher, Catering Superintendent, Chiropodist, Conservation Worker, Cosmetic Consultant,
Dairy Scientist, Dental Hygienist, Dental Technician, Dentist, Dietician, Doctor, Food Science
Technician, Forester, Hairdresser, Health Inspector, Horticulturist, Laboratory Assistant, Marine
Biologist, Medical Laboratory Assistant, Microbiologist, Nail Technician, Nurse, Occupational
Therapist, Oceanographer, Optician, Pharmacist, Physiotherapist, Psychologist, Radiographer,
Speech Therapist, Veterinary Nurse, Veterinary Surgeon, Zoologist, etc.

CHEMISTRY

Leaving Certificate Chemistry is quite different from the Junior Certificate Chemistry section. It
requires plenty of understanding rather than memory work. The maths required is very basic,
probably better described as arithmetic than mathematics. The course gives a good introduction
to Chemistry and its many uses in our world. Practical work is an integral part of the study of
chemistry and there are a number of experiments on the course, which must be carried out by

the students.

The main sections of the chemistry course are:
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= Detailed atomic structure and bonding.

= Working out concentrations and solutions.

= Organic Chemistry and its many important uses in everyday life.

= Rates of chemical reaction and chemical equilibrium.

= |ndustrial chemistry — e.g. extraction of metals from their ores, making of fertilisers and

use of electricity in chemical reactions.

= Social, historical, environmental, technological and economic aspects of chemistry.

All these sections are backed up with suitable practical work.

Career Note:

Chemistry can be useful or necessary for careers in the following area:

Archaeologist, Brewing Technology, Chemistry Teacher, Cosmetic Science, Dairy Scientist,
Dental Craftsperson, Dental Hygienist, Dentist, Doctor, Dietician, Engineer, Food Science
Technology, Forensic Scientist, Forestry Inspector, Health Inspector, Industrial Chemist,
Laboratory Work, Nurse, Optician, Pharmacist, Physiotherapist, Pilot, Radiographer, Speech
Therapist, etc.

PHYSICS

Page 19 of 56



The Leaving Certificate course covers the following core topics:
Mechanics, Study of forces, energy and motion (7 mandatory experiments)

* Temperature & Heat:

Study of heat, heat quantities, heat transfer, temperature and thermometers (4 mandatory

experiments)

* Waves:

Study of waves and wave phenomena

* Vibrations & Sound:

Study of wave nature of sound, vibrations in strings and pipes, characteristics of notes (3

mandatory experiments)

* Light:

Study of mirrors, lenses, reflection, refraction and the wave nature of light (5 mandatory

experiments)

* Electricity:

Study of static electricity, electric fields, capacitance, electric current and electromagnetism (5

mandatory experiments)

* Modern Physics:

Study of electrons and their properties: the nucleus, radioactivity and nuclear energy.
In addition to the core material there are two options offered.

Option 1. Particle Physics
Option 2:  Applied Electricity
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Leaving Certificate Physics is a very interesting and challenging subject. The Physics syllabus
does not require higher level mathematics. However formulae and mathematical problems occur
in most topics. Students studying Physics should enjoy mathematical calculations, and

memorisation of key formulae and equations is essential.

Practical work is an integral part of the Physics course; students must carry out the mandatory
experiments and keep detailed accounts of procedures, calculations and analysis of results.

This practical work will be assessed in the written exam paper.

This revised syllabus places particular emphasis on Science, Technology and Society so that

students may relate the various laws and principles to everyday life.

Career Note:

Physics is useful for careers in the following areas :

Architecture, Biophysicist ,Computer Careers, Dentist, Doctor, Engineering, Health Inspector,
Marine

Radio Operator, Medical Laboratory Technician, Meteorologist, Naval Service, Nurse,
Pharmacist, Physicist, Physics Teacher, Photographic Technician, Pilot, Radiographer, Scientific
Laboratory Technician, Scientific Research, etc.

N

Aqgricultural Science

The Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science syllabus is designed to provide pupils with the

necessary skills, practical experience and knowledge in a range of agricultural and scientific
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principles. The course is typically aimed at pupils with an interest in Agriculture and Horticulture
or those who wish to pursue a career in Veterinary medicine. An agricultural background is not a
necessity, and the course covers a wide variety of topics.

The subject is based on the principles and practices of Irish farms and deals in detail with
Sheep Management and Production, Beef Production, Dairy Farm Management, Grassland
Management and Tillage Crop Growth and Harvesting etc. Additional topics include Forestry
and Farm Safety. It also covers Animal Biology and classification, Plant Biology and

classification as well as Soil Science and Genetics.

As well as being classroom and lab orientated, a field trip to a farm is incorporated which will

allow those undertaking the course see the practical applications of their learning.

Aptitude and Skills required for subject:

Coming from a farming background would be a distinct advantage however it is not a necessity.
The student will have to have access to a farm on which to carry out his/her project on. An
interest in agriculture and science (as biology is a key part of Ag Science) are beneficial
however a willingness to work hard is most essential for success at this subject.

Final Exam (Leaving Cert): 75%

Project Work:(Individual Investigative Study) 25%

Project details:

Each student undertakes an Individual Investigative Study on a topic of agricultural significance,
based on a thematic brief issued by the SEC at the start of the course. The study involves
gathering and processing data, evaluating evidence, and developing arguments while exploring
current scientific research and its societal and environmental implications. Students then
prepare a scientific report—formatted as a digital booklet—that details their research question,
methodology, results, and conclusions. This report is directly assessed by the State
Examinations Commission and accounts for 25% of the total marks for Leaving Certificate
Agricultural Science. Additionally, some skills developed during the study are evaluated in the
written examination. The same brief and study requirements apply to both Ordinary and Higher-

level cohorts, ensuring a consistent framework across the course.

Career Note:
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Agricultural Science can be useful for careers in the following areas:
Agriculture, Agri-Business, Agri-Journalism, Brewing Technology, Dairy Scientist, Dietician,
Environmental Inspector, Farmer, Farm Manager, Food Science Technology, Forestry Inspector,

Horticultural Work, Laboratory Work, Renewable Energy, Science Teacher, Veterinary Nurse,
Veterinary Surgeon, etc.ara

Design and Communication Graphics (DCG)

This subject replaces Technical Drawing.

Who should study DCG?
» Any student with an interest in construction or engineering.
* Any student who has studied Technical Graphics for Junior Certificate

» Any student with a flair for mathematics and problem solving who would like to study a
challenging and rewarding subject.

» Any student who likes freehand sketching and computers including Computer Graphics
and CAD (Computer Aided Design)

Course Content
* The class takes place in a designated DCG room. All course work is drawn by the student
using drawing instruments and freehand sketching.

* Over the 2 years the student will compile a portfolio of drawings covering a broad variety of

topics from solids in contact to roof geometry. Content includes: Plane and Solid

Geometry, Building Applications, Engineering Applications and a Compulsory Computer
Aided Design Project

* Neatness and attention to detail are desirable attributes for any student wishing to succeed
at this subject.
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What career options are there?

DCG is a core element of many 3rd level options i.e. Engineering, Construction, Industrial
Design and Architecture. Knowledge of DCG will greatly enhance a student’s ability to succeed
in any 3rd level engineering based programme.

All apprenticeships include the study and completion of detailed technical drawings. Again the

studying of DCG to leaving cert standard is a distinct advantage.

Is it difficult?
The subject requires good levels of concentration and commitment. Traditionally it has been
viewed as difficult, but the Dept. Of Education statistics prove otherwise. Very few students fail

the subject and most who choose to do higher level obtain a C or higher.

Exam: 3 hour written exam
Research and Design Project in 6th Year.
Free software (CAD) is supplied for use at home for the duration of the Leaving Certificate

Course.

Careers: Useful for careers in engineering, construction, interior design, architecture and all

apprenticeships.
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HOME ECONOMICS-

General Overview:
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Leaving Certificate Home Economics provides students with knowledge, understanding, skills and
attitudes necessary for managing their own lives, for further and higher education and work. The
learning experiences in home economics develop flexibility and adaptability in students, prepare
them for a consumer-oriented society and provide a learning foundation for a wide range of
careers in food, textiles, science, design, social studies and tourism.

Course Content:
The leaving certificate Home Economics course consists of three core (compulsory) areas and
three elective (choice) areas. Only one of the elective areas is studied.
The Core Areas

1. Food Studies (45%)

2. Resource Management and Consumer Studies (25%)

3. Social Studies (10%)
The Elective

1. Home Design and Management (20%)

2. Textiles, Fashion and Design (20%)

3. Social Studies (20%)

Here in the Colaiste Dun an Ri, we concentrate on the Social Elective as students tend to be
interested in this area and have a natural knowledge on the topics already from social media and
life experience. Topics covered include Education, Employment, Leisure and Poverty.

Along with the core areas and elective, students complete mandatory Practical Coursework
Project. This typed project is worth 20% of the final examination marks. The advantage of this
element is that it is mainly completed in 5th year and submitted in November of 6th year which
gives the Home Economics class an advantage of having 20% work completely done before pre-
mocks, mocks, oral exams etc. begin.

Exam Structure:

1. Written Exam paper (80%)
The written examination consists of three sections:
e Section A (60 marks)
12 short questions - answer 10. These are based on all the core areas.
e Section B (180 marks)

5 long questions - answer Question 1 (Food Science and Nutrition) and any other 2
guestions (from the other Core Areas).
e Section C (80 marks)
3 long questions - answer 1. Elective question (Social Studies)
2. Practical Coursework Project (20%)
Four typed up assignments complete in 5" year and the first term in 6™ year.

Home Economics as a subject choice:
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This subject suits a practical student who enjoys making things, doing things and knowing how
things work.

It is advisable for students opting for Leaving Certificate Home Economics to have completed the
Junior Certificate course but it is not essential. Many of the areas covered on the Junior Cert
Home Economics course are continued at Leaving Certificate level.

There is a link with some other subjects, namely Business Studies, and Biology, this cross-
curricular advantage is helpful when choosing subjects.

Home Economics is a wide course, covering many life skills. It is a very enjoyable subject
however students must be willing to learn and to undertake quite a substantial amount of
theoretical content.

While students do take part in practical cookery classes in Leaving Certificate Home Economics,
it is important to note that there is no practical cookery examination as there is at Junior Cycle
level.

Career Opportunities:

This subject provides a foundation for a wide range of careers in food, textiles, science, design,
social studies, tourism, and areas such as: Culinary Arts, Catering, Chef, Child Care, Consumer
Adviser, Confectionery, Dietician, Environmental Designer, Food Science, Hairdressing, Health
Inspector, Home Management, Home Economics Teacher, Nursing, Social Work, Social Care,
etc.

CONSTRUCTION STUDIES

If | want to study Construction studies for my Leaving Certificate, what aptitudes
do | need?

» Experience of Technical Graphics, Materials Technology (Wood), Metal Work and/or Art would
be useful, but not essential

« Ability to work safely in a workshop

* Ability to take clear instructions

* A genuine interest in the Built Environment
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Leaving Certificate Construction Studies :

» This subject does not have a Junior certificate equivalent. Some see it as a follow on from
Materials Technology (Wood).

» The subject deals with all aspects of building a home

» Covers renewable resources - energy efficient homes, insulation, damp proofing, forces and
loads,

Assessment:

* Written theory exam - 50%
* Project/Portfolio - 25%
* Practical exam - 25%

Assignments during Course:

* Project work throughout two years.
» Written Assignments

Career Note:

Construction Studies can be useful for careers in the following areas :

Architecture, Auctioneering, Bricklaying, Construction Studies Teacher, Building Management,
Carpenter, Civil and Structural Engineer, Electrician, Environmental Designer, Fire Fighter,
Heating and Ventilation Technician, Insurance, Metal Work Teacher, Painter and Decorator,
Plasterer, Quantity Surveyor, Site Clerk, Technical Sales, Town and County Planning, etc.

ENGINEERING
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If I want to study Engineering in my Leaving Certificate, what aptitudes do | need?

e Problem solving skills
e Visualisation skills
e A good work ethic

¢ It would be an advantage to have studied Engineering to Junior Certificate Level, but not
a necessity

Leaving Certificate Engineering V’s Junior Cycle Engineering:

e Builds on the practical skills acquired at Junior Cycle

e Some topics form Junior Cycle covered in greater depth at Senior Cycle

e Theory is more detailed in Leaving Certificate and new topics are introduced such as
Materials testing, Welding, Material Science and there is a special topic unigue to each

year group.
Assessment:
Engineering Higher Level Ordinary Level
Theory 50% 40%
Project 25% 30%
Practical 25% 30%

Assignments during Course:

* Practical workshop — past day practical exam
* Research, design and completing project

* Class work based on learning new skills

» Theory

Career Note:

The subject is very useful, but not essential for Engineering at Third Level.

Engineering is useful for careers in the following areas:

Aerospace Engineer, Agricultural Engineer, Architectural Engineer, Biomedical Engineer,
Chemical Engineer, Civil Engineer, Computer Engineer, Electrical Engineer, Environmental
Engineer, Industrial Engineer, Materials Engineer Mechanical Engineer, Nuclear Engineer,
Petroleum Engineer, Plastics Engineer, Structural Engineer, Systems Engineer. Aircraft
Technician, Army/Air Corp, Apprenticeships, Engraver, Engineering Teacher, Fabricator,

Fitter, Industrial Design, Industrial Operator, Mechanics, Mechanical Production, Service and
Maintenance Personnel, Technicians, Technical Sales, Toolmaker, Welder.
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The Leaving Certificate Art specification has been updated to provide a more holistic and
integrated approach to art education, emphasising the interconnectedness of research, creation,
and response.

Course Structure
The curriculum is organised into three interrelated strands:

1. Research: Students will engage in visual research, selecting stimuli, gathering primary
sources, and contextualizing their ideas. This process involves documenting
observations and reflections in a visual sketchpad.

2. Create: Learners will develop their ideas from conception to realisation, utilising various
skills and materials. They will respond to chosen stimuli, experimenting and refining their
work as it progresses.

3. Respond: Students will critically reflect on their own creations and those of others,
enhancing their understanding through Visual Studies. This includes analysing artworks,
understanding contexts, and articulating informed opinions. his structure encourages a
non-linear, iterative approach, where each strand supports and informs the others.

Time Allocation

The Art specification is designed for 180 hours of class contact time over the two-year program.
Assessment Components

Assessment is divided into three components:

1. Practical Coursework (50%): Students will complete a realised piece of work, and a
course work booklet based on a stimulus provided by the State Examinations
Commission (SEC). This includes developing ideas, conducting research, and
documenting the process in their sketchpad.

2. Invigilated Examination (20%): Following the coursework, students will undertake a
practical exam, creating a second realised work within a set time frame, drawing upon
their prior research and development.

3. Written Examination (30%): This assesses students' understanding of Visual Studies,
requiring them to demonstrate knowledge, analysis, and evaluation of artworks and
contexts. Each component is designed to evaluate different aspects of the students'
learning and skills in Art.

Key Skills Development
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Throughout the course, students will develop essential skills, including:

Information Processing: Researching and analysing visual information.

Critical and Creative Thinking: Generating and refining ideas.

Communication: Articulating concepts and intentions effectively.

Working with Others: Collaborating on projects and providing constructive feedback.
Being Personally Effective: Managing projects and reflecting on personal progress.
These skills are embedded within the learning outcomes and are integral to students'
artistic and personal development.

e Career Opportunities

Studying Art at the Leaving Certificate level can lead to various career paths, including:

Graphic Design
Textile Design
Film Making
Photography
Fashion Design
Fine Art

Display Design
Communications
Sculpture
Ceramics

The course equips students with a broad skill set applicable to various creative industries. The
updated specification aims to foster a comprehensive understanding of art, encouraging
students to become thoughtful researchers, innovative creators, and critical responders.

Portfolio preparation is not part of the Leaving Certificate syllabus, but teachers will advise

and assist if a student is willing to work.
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MUSIC

Music in senior cycle is divided up into three sections:
l. Listening — 100 Marks/ 25%

1. Composition — 100 Marks/25%

2. Performance — 200 Marks/50%
(i) Listening
This section of the course consists of four set works

e Berlioz: Symphony Fantastique

e Mozart: Piano Concerto 23 in A major

o Dean: Seachanges

e The Beatles: Three songs from St. Pepper’s Lonely Heart’s Club Album
Each work is analysed, orchestral, melodically, harmonically and in the case of the more
“‘modern” works technically. Students are also required to study the history of traditional
Irish music and dance as well as developing their aural skills through listening to a
variety of genres and eras in music.

(ii) Composition

Students are required to compose a 16 bar melody in a variety of keys (major & minor)
up to 4 sharps and 4 flats. As part of the composition paper harmonic composition is a
requirement. This involves placing suitable chord progressions above a melody and
adding a bass line which compliments the chordal structure.

(iii) Performance

The performance element occurs throughout the academic year in music. Students are
encouraged to perform in the classroom environment and to form groups with other
musicians in the class. The key is to develop the musician’s confidence in performing

and their musical abilities.
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Aptitude & Skills required for the subject

Students should have completed junior cert music or a least have a strong foundation
from Transition Year. If a student has not had the opportunity to complete either but can
play an instrument up to grade 3 is a suitable level of attainment. Students must have
the ability to read music and enjoy different styles and genres of music

Assessment

Each paper in the music exam is worth 25%.

All music students complete a performance exam in March/April prior to the Leaving
Certificate in June. This is 50% and can consist of 6 pieces on their chosen instrument
or voice or 4 pieces and music technology. The Music technology element is
demonstrating to the examiner how to use a notation software, like Musescore, to input
a score and make changes to the tempo, key and rhythm. In June the student
completes the remainder of the exam with a 1% hour listening paper and a 1% hour
composition paper.

All interested students should discuss the subject with Miss O Reilly

ooy X

rights

% Politics and Society

e \ responsibilities
oS

Politics and Society

What is Politics and Society?

Politics and Society was introduced as a Leaving Certificate subject in September 2016
and was examined for certification for the first time in June 2018.

Politics and Society draws on the skills of critical thinking and imagination and on the
content knowledge of Sociology, Anthropology, Political Studies and Philosophy. The
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content of these subjects supports the development of an understanding of equality,
inequality and diversity in a range of areas of human life including gender, ethnicity and
social class. Politics and Society can provide an opportunity for students to develop skills,
knowledge, values and attitudes. In this way, Politics and Society can contribute to the
development of active and participatory citizenship through education.

Who should study Politics and Society?
e Students who are interested in current affairs.
e Students who are interested in the political system and how it works.
e Students who are interested in law.
e Students who have a sense of social justice and fairness.
e Students who enjoy debate and discussion and want to share informed opinions.
e Students who are willing to work hard and engage in all aspects of the course
work to the best of their ability.

What will | study throughout the course?

The course is comprised of four strands which will be studied over two years;

e Strand 1 - Power and Decision Making

e Strand 2 - Active Citizenship

e Strand 3 - Human Rights and Responsibilities

e Strand 4 - Globalisation and Localisation
As we move through the course it will become very clear to students that these strands
are all interlinked.
With each strand of the course, we will look at the ideas of “Key Thinkers” that the
course is based around. There are seventeen in total. The ideas of these theorists are
linked to the topics and case studies that we will be discussing.

Outline of Course

Strand 1 Power and Decision-Making Strand 2 Active Citizenship - Project
In Schools Work
e The process of power and e Effectively contributing to
decision making in schools communities.
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e Arguments about the need for
rules

¢ |deas that underpin these
arguments

e Evidence concerning the
effects of rules and
rulemaking processes

At National Levels at European Levels

e The making of national policy
e How is the executive branch
of government selected?

e Social Class and Gender as
important social categories

e Arguments concerning
representation

e Evidence about the
effectiveness of
representation.

e Traditional and New Media in
democracy

e Participants / theorists in the
debate

¢ Rights and responsibilities
in communication with
others

Citizenship Project work is worth 20% of
the overall assessment in Politics and
Society.

4 titles are provided for students in
December of 5" year to complete a
research project.

This project is due at the end of April in
6" Year.

Strand 3 Human Rights and
Responsibilities
In Ireland
e Some of the rights of young
people
¢ Human Rights principles
e The idea of equality in relation
to human rights
e Arguments about rights
e State bodies for human rights
e Evidence on the right to
education
e Participants / theorists in the
debate

In the wider world

e Rights in the wider world
e Arguments about rights in the
wider world

Strand 4 Globalisation and
Localisation
Globalisation and ldentity

e Representations of national
identity made available to
young people

e Diversity and cultural
change

e Diversity in the EU

e Understanding identity

e Understanding interaction
between western and non-
western culture

e Globalisation and political
power

e Participants / theorists in
the debate

Sustainable Development
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e International cooperation and [Actions that address sustainable
human rights development

e Arguments concerning
Sustainable Development

e Participants / theorists in
the debate

Assessment
Assessment for certification in Politics and Society is based on the aims, objectives and
learning outcomes in the specification. Differentiation at the point of assessment will be
achieved through examinations at two levels, Ordinary level and Higher level. There are
two assessment components:
1. Written examination (80%) (2 hours 30 mins)

e Section A - Short question section

e Section B - Data based section

e Section C - Discursive essays
2. Report on a citizenship project (20%)
This project is due at the end of April in 6th Year. Titles are provided for students in
December of 5th year to complete an individual or group research project.

Further Study

Students who have studied Politics and Society as a Leaving Cert subject have studied;
e Politics and International Relations alongside New Media and Cultural Studies in
UL
e Law and Economics in UCD
e Economics, Politics and Law in DCU
e Law with Politics in Queens University Belfast,
e Economics, Law and Politics in Galway.
e Politics and International Relations in Royal Holloway, University of London
e Psychology with Criminology — University of Hull
e Law - University of Hull
¢ International and European Law at The Hague, Netherlands

Career Path
e Local and National Government
e Careers in the public and civil service
e International Relations
e Media
e Psychology and Counselling
e Teaching / Lecturing
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e Social Care
e Social work

FRENCH ¢

Only students who have been studying French to Junior Certificate & Transition Year may take
the subject to Leaving Certificate.

French for the Leaving Certificate covers the four skills of
* Reading

* Writing

» Speaking

* Listening

An ear for languages is therefore a decided advantage for this subject and as far as possible,
class will be conducted through French. The exam demands a sound grasp of French grammar,
a broad vocabulary to deal with both literary and journalistic comprehension and an ability to
express oneself clearly and accurately in a range of writing exercises - letters, notes, reports, and
resumes, expressions of views or opinions. There will be a 15 minutes oral exam and a 40-minute

listening comprehension test.

1. In September 1995 a new syllabus for Senior Cycle French was introduced.
The most dramatic change was in the increased importance, which is given to oral and

Aural French. The marks at Higher Level were increased to 45%.

2. The syllabus puts an emphasis on French civilisation. Students are expected to have a broad
knowledge of French political, social, educational and cultural life.
3. Itis important to remember also that French, unlike some other foreign Languages, may not

be started at third level

Students are encouraged to look for pen pals in France and if possible to go on exchange to

France. In class, tapes, videos, films, songs, magazines and newspapers are used extensively to
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expose students to a wide range of authentic material and students have one class per week in

the language laboratory.

POLISH

The aim of Leaving Certificate Polish is to develop learners’ ability to use the target language for
communicative purposes, to explore the interdependence between language and culture, to foster
an appreciation of the value of languages.

It also aims to develop learners’ plurilingual and pluricultural competence. A framework approach
has been used to develop this specification for the learning and teaching of a number of Leaving
Certificate curricular languages including Polish.

This involves a common approach across each specification including the introduction, aims,
expectations for learners and assessment approaches.

Exam Structure

Polish Higher Ordinary

Written Paper 1 Paper - 45% of Marks 1 Paper - 45% of Marks
Oral 1 Paper - 30% of Marks 1 Paper - 25% of Marks
Aural 1 Paper - 25% of Marks 1 Paper - 30% of Marks

Leaving Certificate Polish will be assessed through three assessment components: an oral
examination an aural examination a written examination. Each component will be administered
and assessed by the State Examinations Commission (SEC).

All components of assessment will reflect the integrated approach outlined in this specification.

There are two levels of examination, Ordinary level and Higher level, to which a differentiated
allocation of marks will apply, as outlined below.
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The different mark allocation applied to Ordinary and Higher levels is based on the understanding
that for most language learners, the development of receptive skills outpaces the development of
productive skills during the process of language learning. Therefore, a greater proportion of the
marks are allocated to receptive tasks at Ordinary level and to productive and interactive tasks at
Higher level.

The oral examination will specifically assess learners’ ability to: use the target language with
accuracy, fluency and complexity consistent with the requirements of the specification, while
engaging in spoken reception, interaction, production and mediation demonstrate an awareness
of the target language communities and cultures discuss a sample of texts from their Language
Portfolio which reflect the plurilingual and pluricultural dimensions of their language learning
journey.

The aural and written examination papers will consist of two components and be presented at
Higher and Ordinary level.

The first component (aural examination) will assess listening reception and mediation.

The second component (written examination) will assess written reception, written production and

mediation.

GEOGRAPHY

Geography is the study of people, their environment and the interaction between the two. Here at
Coléiste Dun an Ri, we aim to create an environment of positive learning for students, allowing
them to develop an appreciation and a greater knowledge of the world around them. Geography
is not just a subject in the classroom, it is current affairs, it is the real world, and as such, we bring
the real world into the classroom every day. In Colaiste Dun an Ri it is our goal to guide and
motivate learners to explore new ideas and concepts, to grow and develop, with a focus on

discovery learning.

The Leaving Certificate geography course follows on from Junior Certificate geography, covering

similar topics and new topics in more detail. The Leaving Certificate Geography Syllabus
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comprises of three sections;

Core Unit Students Take All Three Core Units
Core Unit 1 Patterns and Processes in the Physical Environment
Core Unit 2 Regional Geography
Core Unit 3 The Geographical Investigation Unit
Elective Unit 4 Patterns and Processes in Economic Activities
Optional Unit 6 Geo ecology (Higher Level Students Only)

Core Unit 1 and 2: Physical  Environment and Regional  Geography

These units comprise of students learning and discovering the processes which shape the
physical landscape. Students expand their knowledge of global regions through the analysis of

current affairs.

Geographical Investigation:

In Colaiste Dun an Ri, we place a focus on active learning. As part of the geographical
investigation of the course, 6th year students travel to various locations each year, and actively
participate and interact in groups and teams to investigate the river’s processes of transportation
and deposition. All students gain first-hand experience in conducting such an investigation and

acquire the skills to analyse, interpret and represent the data and findings they collected.

Elective Unit:

Students attending Colaiste Dun an Ri study Elective Unit 4: Patterns and Processes in Economic
Activities. This unit has great curricular crossover with other subjects such as Economics,

Business, Environmental Studies and Agricultural Science.
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Optional

Units

Here at Colaiste DuUn an Ri we study Geoecology. There has never been a more exciting time to

study this option as it includes the latest global environmental issues that face society. These

issues include views of development, global warming, desertification, deforestation, climate

change and how

Skills

Map

Surveying

Data collection
Report

Research

Intellectual skills through

Time-management

Assessment:

Assessment Component

Geographical Investigation (Field Study)

Written Examination

these impact on us.

reading

and analysing

writing

skills

critically evaluating theories

Weighting

20%
80%

Careers and further study

Teaching (Primary and Secondary)

Urban planning

Roles within the tourism industry
Meteorologist

Climatologist

Humanitarian aid work

Environmental science and climate change

Economist
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HISTORY
History is the study of important events that have shaped our past but it is also very relevant to
modern life and has inspired many films, plays and books. The study of History at Leaving
Certificate level aims to develop the skills of handling information and presenting it in a coherent
manner. The course requires you to study four topics for your exam and it also requires you to
complete a Research Study Report. This framework is common to both Higher and Ordinary

Level but the content matter differs for each level.

The Course (Exam: Four Questions)
e Two Topics in Irish History 40%
e Two Topics in European History 40%
(One will be a documents-based study)
The prescribed documents-based question by the State Examinations Commission
for examination in the years 2016 and 2017 is Topic 3: Dictatorship and Democracy

in Europe, 1920 - 1945.

Research Study (Pre-submitted)

Students choose a subject of historical significance in the case of Ireland or Europe and the
wider world with regards to periods covered by the syllabus. This gives students an exciting
opportunity to explore an area of interest in more detail. Through independent research
students examine sources and produce a detailed report. This Research Study Report is worth

20% of your overall grade.

Skills
e Communication skills

e Research skills
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e Evaluation of information
o Detection of bias
e Being able to see all aspects of a problem or situation

e Presentation of a coherent point of view.

* Focused yet aware of a variety of perspectives
» Excellent at research and analysis

» Skilled communicators

* Able to analyse issues, trends and problems

» Unbiased and grounded in inquiry skills

LINK MODULES (LCVP) — A good back up option for students studying 3-4
higher level subjects.

Requirements for the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme, which is of two
years duration, are as follows:

« Students take 7 Leaving Certificate subjects, including Irish.

 Two of Leaving Certificate subjects must be selected from one of the designated
Vocational Subject Groupings — these are groups of Leaving Certificate subjects which
link naturally together. They must follow a recognised course in a Modern European
Language, other than English or Irish.

» They must study two additional Link Modules, Preparation for the World of Work and
Enterprise Education.

Preparation for the World of Work:

Research and investigate local employment opportunities; develop your job seeking skills
such as letter writing, CV presentation, interview techniques; gain valuable practical
experience of the world of work; interview and work shadow a person in a career area

that interests you.

Enterprise Education:
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Organise study visits to local business and community enterprises; meet and interview
enterprising people on site and in the classroom; plan and undertake interesting activities
that will build self-confidence, creativity, initiative and develop your teamwork
communication and computer skills.

Assessment:

 Written Examination in May (40%)
* Portfolio of Coursework (60%)

Career Note:

The Link Modules are activity-based units of study which are designed to help students
make connections between school and community, study and future career, enterprise
and the business of making a living. They are recognised in points terms by Institutes of
Technology and Universities:

LCVP link Modules Grade & Points
Distinction 66

Merit 46

Pass 28

Physical Education (Examinable)
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The subject has been piloted around the country for the last 5 years and we are hoping
to have our first class take the subject next year. The subject is half theory and half
practical as you can see from the slides below and is considered more Sports Science
than PE. Performance alone will not allow you to pass this subject. Key skills such as

analysis, planning for performance, anatomy, physiology will also be needed.

The subject ties in well with Biology and Home Economics in terms of nutrition and
anatomy of our bodies and how they work and also Physics when we study levers and
forces required when playing sports and exercising. Should you have any questions on

the subject or wish to see some of the textbooks speak to Mr. Duffy.

This is an excellent but difficult course. All modules are designed to....

—* Develop your own performance in sport and physical activity

—9 Improve your ability to reflect on and analyse performance in physical activity

Increase your knowledge and understanding of the factors
0>\ which influence performance and participation in sport and physical activity

—9 Expand your appreciation of the benifits of physical activity
for lifelong health & Wellbeing

—é Nurture your ability to undertake different roles in physical activities

-9 Foster your understanding of the key principles underlying
o ethical participation in physical activity
_9 Advance your understanding of the role physical
activity and sport play in social and cultural life

Theory Topics 50% - Studied in 5" year.
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Strand 1 - Towards optimum performance

Topic 1: Learning and improving skill and technique

Topic 2: Physical and psychological demands of

performance .
Topic 3: Structures, strategies, roles and conventions

Topic 4: Planning for optimum performance

Strand 2 - Contemporary Issues in Physical Activity

- Topic 5: Promoting physical activity (Compulsory)

- Topic 6: Ethics and fair play (Compulsory)

- Topic 7: Physical activity and inclusion (Prescribed)
- Topic 8; Technology, media and sport (Prescribed)
- Topic 9: Gender and physical activity (Prescribed)

- Topic 10: Business & Enterprise in PA & sport (Prescribed)

50% Written Examination

- Based on all of the learning outcomes in Specification
- Higher and Ordinary levels
= Three Sections:

= Short questions

- Long questions

- Case Study question

- Reasonable accommodations requests made through the SEC

- Sample paper on 5EC website

Performance Assessment (30%) - Completed in second half of 6th year
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Physical Activity Project — 20% - Completed in first half of 6" year

20% Physical Activity Project

- Performance analysis

- ldentification of four performance goals

- Evidence of training, practice and reflection

- Concluding analysis

- Compiled digitally and completed by Christmas of 6th Year
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PE as a Non Exam Subject

The Role of Physical Education on the Curriculum

Physical Education in Coléiste DUn an Ri is recognised as playing a vital role in the overall
development of each and every student. The health and physical benefits are enormous and more
S0 in a society that tends to be less active in its normal daily routine than in the past. Busy and
dangerous roads for example discourage parents from allowing children to cycle to school, and
the bicycle sheds of yesteryear are long gone. The variety of entertainment packages in the form
of television, cinema, and computer games etc. offer very tempting alternatives to perhaps the
other more demanding activities. It is difficult to compete, but the benefits of Physical Education

should not be ignored.

At present we are drawn by a points system which can determine ones choice in a future career.
However, more and more prospective employers are looking beyond the points and seeking a
broader picture of the individual. Companies are organising bonding weekends which foster
teamwork and leadership qualities in an attempt to ensure better co-operation and performance
in the work place. The candidate, who shows through his/her C.V., involvement in sport and team

games can show an ability to work together.
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Information for students who are interested in studying medicine:

Applicants to medicine must sit the HPAT (aptitude test). Check out www.hpat-
ireland.acer.edu.au for HPAT practice questions and tips. Register for the HPAT-Ireland online at
ACER’s website: www.hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au Registrations for HPAT-Ireland open in early
November and must be submitted online by 17:15 GMT on 20th January each year.

The application fee is €152.80 (reduced application fee may be available).

Late registrations will be accepted until 5.15pm GMT on 1 February on payment of a late fee of

€70 in addition to the registration fee.

Note: In addition to an application to ACER, students must first apply to the Central Applications
Office (CAO) www.cao.ie to complete the HPAT-Ireland test.

The HPAT-Ireland is usually held in February / March. The results will be released in late June.

The HPAT-Ireland is usually offered in Cork, Dublin, Galway, Sligo and Waterford.

HPAT-Ireland measures a candidate’s logical reasoning and problem solving skills, non-verbal
reasoning aptitude and the ability to understand the thoughts, behaviour and/or intentions of
people. The test results complement the Leaving Certificate Examination in selecting applicants

for admission into an undergraduate medical school programme.

Format of the HPAT-Ireland The HPAT-Ireland test is a 2% hour paper-based test consisting of

three modules or sections:

Section 1 (40%): tests your logical reasoning and problem solving skills. Some questions test
your logical and critical thinking skills. Other questions test your ability to solve problems and
interpret data. Overall, this section is designed to test how fast you can interpret information and

your ability to think in various ways.

Section 2 (40%): tests your ability to understand people. You will be given various passages or
scenarios describing people and interactions between people. You will need to empathise (put
yourself in another person’s shoes), and understand what they might be thinking or feeling. You

may also be asked to explain why a person behaves the way they do.
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» Section 3 (20%): tests your non-verbal reasoning. This involves finding patterns and

trends in a sequence or block of pictures. It tests your ability to think non-verbally.

All questions are in a multiple choice format with 4 or 5 possible responses. The maximum overall
score a candidate can receive is 300. An overall percentile rank is also given. This indicates how

well a student has performed against other HPAT-Ireland candidates.
In 2017, undergraduate entry into medicine for school leavers will be based on:

+ achieving a minimum of 480 points and meeting the minimum entry requirements for
the programme in the same sitting of the Irish Leaving Certificate Examination *

and
» completing the required admissions test (HPAT-Ireland) in 2017**.

**Previous HPAT results will not be considered as results are only valid for one year.

Explanation of CAO points for entry to Medicine:
Normal Leaving Adjusted Leaving Certificate Points before the HPAT score is

Certificate Points added
550 550
555 551
560 552
565 553
570 554
575 555
580 556
585 557
590 558
600 560

Maximum HPAT score is 300.
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Therefore maximum possible score for medicine applicants is 860.

20-- Minimum Points for Medicine (Leaving Certificate points & HPAT combined)

CAO Code Minimum Entry Level
CK701 (UCC) 726

DN400 (UCD) 736*

GY501 (NUI Galway) 728*

RCO001 (Royal College of 733

Surgeons)

TRO51 (Trinity) 735

The Medical Council has launched a new education area of our website, the site is an educational
resource for students considering a career in medicine. It provides information on how to become a
doctor including where to study, entry requirements and what to expect as a medical student. The site
also provides information on specialty options available to medical students along with ethical &

professional guidance for those currently in medical training.

The link to the site is http://www.medicalcouncil.ie/Education/
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Information on Post Leaving Certificate Options:

When you leave school there are many different options open to you, ranging from
apprenticeship training to P.L.C. courses to Honours Degree programmes. Under the National
Qualifications Framework students can study for level 5, 6, 7 or 8 qualifications.

* Level 5:
One or two year Post Leaving Cert courses.
Available in many Second Level schools and colleges around the country

Can lead on to level 6 courses in Institutes of Technology

* Level 6:
Two year Higher Certificate Courses available in the Institutes of Technology can lead

on to Level 7 and 8 courses in the same field.

e Level 7:
Three year Ordinary Degrees available in the Institutes of Technology.
This can lead on to Level 8 courses in the same field.

e Level 8:

These courses are three or four year (with some exceptions such as medicine) Honours

Degrees, available in all of the Universities and the Institutes of Technology.
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Having completed Level 8 students can continue on to Level 9 (Postgraduate Masters) and
Level 10 (Doctorate)

Remember: it is your responsibility to check course requirements!

Universities:
o University College Dublin
o Dublin City University
o Trinity College Dublin
o NUI Maynooth
o University of Limerick
o University College Cork
o NUI Galway

4 Technological Universities

e  Atlantic Technological University = GMIT, LYIT & IT Sligo

e Dublin Technology University
e Technological University Southeast Ire = Waterford IT and Carlow IT
e Munster Technological University = Institute of Technology Tralee & Cork Institute of

Technology

Institutes of Technology:
* Dundalk Institute of Technology
* Dunlaoghaire Institute of Art Design andTechnology
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Smaller, specialized colleges and private colleges:
* All Hallows College (fees apply for some courses)
» American College Dublin (private-fees apply)
* Carlow College
* Church of Ireland College of Education (primary teacher training)
* College of Computer Training (private-fees apply)
* Dublin Business School (private-fees apply)
* Dunlaoghaire Institute of Art, Design & Technology
* Grafton College of Management Sciences (private-fees apply)
* Griffith College Cork, Dublin & Limerick (private-fees apply)
* IBAT College (private-fees apply)
* ICD Business School (private-fees apply)
* Independent Colleges Dublin (private-fees apply)
* Irish College of Humanities & Applied Health Sciences, Limerick (private-fees apply)
 Marino Institute of Education (primary teacher training)
» Mary Immaculate College, Limerick (primary teacher training & arts)
» Mater Dei Institute of Education (second level teacher training) - NOW DCU
* National College of Art & Design
* National College of Ireland
* Pontifical University, Maynooth (theology)
* Portobello Institute (private-fees apply)
* Royal College of Surgeons (Medicine, Physiotherapy & Pharmacy)
» Shannon College of Hotel Management
« St. Angela’s College, Sligo (home economics teaching, nursing, food, textiles)

« St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra (primary teacher training & arts) — NOW DCU

See www.cao.ie for contact details of all the colleges listed above as well as the 1300

courses on offer and the points requirements from previous years.

Students can apply for courses in all of the colleges listed above through the C.A.O. from
November- January of their Leaving Certificate Year. Students applying to medicine should
register with the CAO in early November in order to secure a suitable location for the HPAT

exam which takes place in February or March.
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Points calculated as follows:

Leaving Certificate:

New Common CAO Points Scale

Students wishing to apply for Level 5 P.L.C. Courses apply directly to the Course Provider from
December of their Leaving Cert year- each college has different application dates so check the
websites or ask your Guidance Counsellor for further details.

For Further Information
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www.cao.ie (points information & links to Irish college websites)
www.qualifax.ie (general careers website-lists all courses)
www.ucas.co.uk (links to British college websites)

www.nursingboard.ie (nursing courses)

www.fas.ie /solas.ie

www.military.ie (military career information)

www.garda.ie (careers in An Garda Siochana)

www.scoilnet.ie (educational website)

www.skoool.ie (educational website)

www.teagasc.ie (agricultural courses)

www.careerdirections.ie (career information and test)
www.careersportal.ie (careers website, information on employment trends)
www.examinations.ie. (link to examination papers and marking schemes)
www.publicjobs.ie (recruitment site, aptitude tests)

www.learnabroad.ie (information on studying in the EU & further afield)
www.eunicas.ie (European Universal Central Application Support Service-apply to up to
8 universities- study through English)

www.accesscollege.ie (information on HEAR & DARE routes-see below)
www.chooseit.ie (information on careers in IT)

www.smartfutures.ie (information on careers in the ICT sector)
www.studentfinance.ie (information on grants- SUSI)

www.careersnews.ie (daily careers updates)

www.skillsireland.ie (future skills needs)

www.studyclix.ie (learning website- covers all junior & leaving cert subjects)

www.examtime.com (learning website- study techniques and resources)
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HEAR & DARE:

The Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) is a college and university admissions scheme
which offers places on reduced points and extra college support to school leavers from socio-

economically disadvantaged backgrounds.

The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) is a college and university admissions

scheme which offers places on a reduced points basis to school leavers with disabilities. DARE
has been set up by a number of colleges and universities as evidence shows that disability can
have a negative effect on how well a student does at school and whether they go on to college.

See www.accesscollege.ie for more details.

SUSI:

Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) is Ireland’s national awarding authority for all
further and higher education grants. SUSI offers funding to eligible students, from school

leavers to mature students returning to education, in approved full time third level courses.
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